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UM UNDERGRADUATE TO PRESENT RESEARCH IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 
MISSOULA—
University of Montana senior Thomas Basset will be one of 60 undergraduate students 
nationwide presenting their research in April at a Council on Undergraduate Research event in 
Washington D.C.
Basset, an ecology major, will present his research on spotted knapweed and native 
insect communities in Montana at “Undergraduate Research Posters on the Hill” Tuesday and 
Wednesday, April 28 and 29. He hopes to meet with Montana Sens. Max Baucus and Jon 
Tester and Rep. Dennis Rehberg while in Washington, D.C.
Throughout the summer and fall of 2007, Basset conducted research as a student fellow 
for the Montana Integrative Learning Experience for Students at UM. Basset collaborated with 
a student in Romania to research why traditional biocontrols haven’t worked to quell the 
growth of spotted knapweed in Montana.
Basset’s research has tremendous economic and political implications in Montana, he 
said. In 2000, a census found that 3.8 million acres of Montana were infested with spotted 
knapweed, a European plant species.
Basset, originally from Oak Park, 111., will continue his research this summer and plans to
apply to doctoral programs for the 2009 school year.
For more information on the research event, go online to 
http: //www. cur. or g/postersession. html.
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